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that it is not really possible. 

In general not much attention is paid to the literary context in which Bunin 
was working. When Woodward comments on the poetic character of his earliest 
prose he refers to R. Jakobson’s distinction of metaphoric and metonymic poles, 
but does not relate the observation to what other writers at the time were doing. 
Yet the development that he traces, away from prose of a subjective orientation 
towards more impersonal narration, is something that can be found in other 
writers of the period, such as Remizov or Bely. The poetic, highly subjective 
prose of the earliest period was something Bunin had in common with the 
decadents, however unwilling he would have been to acknowledge the fact, 
and the movement away from it was also a common feature of Russian prose 
between 1905 and the First World War. Admittedly it was not Professor 
Woodward's purpose to place Bunin in context in su: a way, but the omission 
of any mention of these things, coupled with the insistence on Bunin’s 
uniqueness, does tend to create a somewhat unbalanced picture. 

Perhaps that is only to say Professor Woodward’s book has the vices of its 
virtues. It is at all events a book that future students of Bunin will need to study 


with care, and it makes a welcome addition to criticism of Russian literature in 
English. 


J. D. ELSwORTH 
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